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Ringing out the good news of St. Coletta’s of Illinois

Welcome to Transition Town
Imagine a place where individuals with autism 
and developmental disabilities can learn valuable 
job skills in a place that is safe and familiar. Then 
picture a bright, joyful environment fi lled with 
colorful images that portray a welcoming "Main 
Street." Now realize this is not a fi gment of your 
imagination but rather a reality! Welcome to 
St. Coletta's Transition Town. Transition Town is a 
vocational training center for children who attend 
the Kennedy School and adults in the Community 
Day Program. Participants learn new skills in a 
real-world work environment with the ultimate 
goal of fi nding community employment. Since its 
inception, the Bakery and Culinary Arts Program, 
taught by Chef Brandy, the culinary instructor at 
St. Coletta's, has turned the heads of many local 
school districts that struggle with limitations or the 
lack of the proper resources. Transition Town fi lls the 
need of providing a specialized program to teach 
those with autism and developmental disabilities 
invaluable job skills that will help them work and 
thrive in the community. Students also learn how to 
work with their peers, how to handle customers and 
how to advocate for themselves if they need help.  

As a way to introduce Transition Town to local 
school districts, St. Coletta's started a Junior Chef 
Program. Hadley Middle School and Homer 
Junior High School in Homer Glen were the fi rst 
to experience Transition Town through monthly 
fi eld trips. Students learned how to make 
pizza, pasta and a variety of desserts 
from scratch as well as how to 
measure accurately and count 
ingredients. In the St. Coletta's 
General Store, students 
experienced what it 
is like to work in a 
retail setting by 
stocking shelves 
and counting 
inven to r y. 

St. Coletta's laundromat teaches participants how 
to: remove stains, wash clothes and fold laundry. 

Each of these modules provide valuable skills 
for fi nding jobs within the community or for 
independent living. When the program year 
ended in May, families of students were invited to 
a demonstration. The parents were both impressed 
with the program and amazed at how much 
their children learned. Students also treated their 
families to some home-made pizza for lunch. 

Transition Town also provides a life-skills 
classroom that is designed to help students reach 
their full potential while transiting students from 
school to life-long independence and learning. 

St. Coletta's has added three new classrooms to 
accommodate the growing need 
for specialized educational 
transition services, with more 
planned to accomodate 
future growth.

Local artist Raye Ann 
Saunoris (A Raye of 

Color) helped to bring 
Transition Town to life with 

her detailed murals. The 
St. Coletta's Maintenance 

team helped deisgn and 
build the new classrooms. 

Pictured (L-R): Director 
of Maintenance Steve 

Martino, Leonard 
Muscarello, Diego Villegas, 

Raye Ann Saunoris, Art 
Stern, Chris Amador, 

Wayne Sperk.



    Mission Statement

St. Coletta’s of Illinois was created by the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi 
for the specific purpose of providing services in a Christian environment 
for all children and adults with developmental disabilities, and other 
persons with short-term needs. This care is provided regardless of 
race, creed, or economic background.

Our training, residential, and educational programs are designed  to 
enhance physical, mental, social and spiritual well being. St. Coletta’s 
encourages each individual to achieve his or her greatest potential 
within society.  Each individual is given the opportunity to grow in 
the least restrictive setting, which meets his or her needs and abilities.

The Corporate Ministries sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Assisi are committed to the mission of promoting Franciscan values 
in all their programs and services.  Each  corporation demonstrates 
a caring community,  which supports and respects the spiritual  
academic, vocational and social potential of each person.  These 
Corporate Ministries include:

Canticle Court       St. Coletta’s of Wisconsin
Juniper Court         Cardinal Stritch University 
Marian Center         St. Coletta’s of Illinois, Inc. 
St. Elizabeth School        Cardinal Cushing Center         
                        Franciscan Center 
      St. Ann Center for Intergenerational Care        

 

St. Coletta’s of Illinois - Board of Directors
          

               
                   Annette Skafgaard - Executive Director

 
The Carillon is published by the St. Coletta’s of Illinois Foundation for 
St. Coletta’s of Illinois. 

St. Coletta’s of Illinois Foundation is a non-profit  organization providing 
support and funding for special needs individuals in the areas of:  
Residential Care, Educational Programs, Medical Care, Religious and 
Pastoral Care, Vocational Services and Specialized Facilities.
 
As a stakeholder of the organization, if you become aware of an 
issue that you believe could be an ethics violation, you must contact 
708-342-5200.
 

Please visit our website to view our Code of Ethics.  
www.STCIL.org

A Letter from  
Barb Siwinski

Barb Siwinski
Director of Mission Effectiveness 
and Volunteers 

Dear Friends of St. Coletta’s of Illinois,

Let me begin by thanking you for embracing our mission to serve God’s 
most     vulnerable population. Your generosity enriches the lives of 
hundreds of children and adults with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities.

It has been my privilege to serve St. Coletta’s for over 30 years, and 
I look forward to continuing to do so, though in a different capacity. 
Effective July 1, I assumed the responsibilities of Director of Mission 
Effectiveness and Volunteers.

The efforts of the Development Department are now being lead 
by Development Director Linda Lopez and Assistant Director of 
Development Carrie Seida. They bring extensive experience in the 
areas of  fundraising, grant development, board development, special 
events, and community relations.

The Development Department team and the Foundation Board of 
Directors are dedicated to providing the necessary resources to make 
life better for special-needs children and adults. We share a devotion 
to the people we serve, a commitment to our mission, and a dedication 
to the values of the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi.
 
Your partnership in this mission is invaluable. We simply could not do 
what we do without your thoughtful support.  We are grateful to you.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to us if you have any questions, 
or if you wish to learn more about ways you can be involved with  
St. Coletta’s. 

Sincerely,

*All clip art in newsletter are from freepik.com
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William  C. Waddell - Chairperson
William  A. Brennan
Sr. Kathy Cairns, OSF
Jay Canna
Sr. Maryann Dosen, ssfcr
Michael Kahne

Patricia McCraven 
Sara-Jean Murdoch
Robert Quinn
Sr. KD Strandell, OSF
Andrew Styczynski
Sr. Joanne Schatzlein, OSF



In May, the Department of Human Services awarded St. Coletta's of Illinois with high scores during an annual 
survey of our Residential and Day Programs. 

The Community Day Program scored 96 percent! This program provides vocational and employment training 
services to those with developmental disabilities. The Residential Program earned a 94 percent which resulted 
in a three-year CILA (Community Integrated Living Arrangement) accreditation. CILA providers are surveyed 
for licensure purposes by the Department of Human Services, Bureau of Accreditation, Licensure, and 
Certifi cation (BALC). A provider in "good standing" is licensed for three years. The frequency of reviews by 
BALC during that three-year period depends on the score of the initial review of that period. Providers who 
score 93 percent or higher will be reviewed again in three years. Congratulations to our Community 
Day and Residential Programs! 

In March of this year, St. Coletta's of Illinois received the CARF-accredited 
certifi cation for our Supported Employment and Culinary Arts Programs which 
provide job-training and assessments to those we serve with developmental 
disabilities. 

CARF (Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities) is a three-year 
certifi cation that signifi es a service provider's commitment to continually improving 
services, encouraging feedback, and serving the community. This accreditation 
decision represents the highest level of accreditation that can be awarded to an 
organization. In order to achieve this certifi cation, St. Coletta's had to complete a 
rigorous review process to demonstrate a commitment to offering programs and 
services of the highest quality for the people we serve. 

Congratulations to our staff on a job well done in achieving this highest level 
of accreditation!

St. Coletta's Earns CARF Accreditation

In mid-June, St. Coletta's had its annual BQM (Bureau of Quality 
Management) Survey. The surveyor was very impressed with how 
well the staff at St. Coletta's takes care of those served,  with the 
implementation of the Person Centerd Plans (PCP), and the 
quality of the fi les reviewed. She was also impressed with 
the condition of the group homes. 

There is no score associated with this survey, nor 
corrective action to be taken. 

Congratulations to the staff for another 
job well-done!

High Scores from DHS Awared to St. Coletta's of Illinois

Bureau of Quality Management Survey

"The team at St. Coletta’s of 
Illinois does a phenomenal 
job providing the best care 

possible to the people we serve. 
Congratulations to all."

Annette Skafgaard
Executive Director



The Kennedy School 
Needs Your Help Collecting 
Box Tops & Labels for Education

The Kennedy School
c/o Dani Galladora
18350 Crossing Drive
Tinley Park, IL 60487

Mark Your Calendars and Register for These Upcoming Events!



St. Coletta's staff always encourages creativity, especially to 
those who show an interest - whether it's music, drawing, 
painting, or sewing.  Sometimes, a hidden talent is 
revealed when presenting a gift. Pat S. (pictured left) 
surprised Director of Social Services Kim Cappelletti, 
with beautiful hand-sewn pillowcases. Pat, who said 
that her mother taught her to sew when she was a little 
girl, never forgot what she learned.  "I like making things 
for my friends," Pat said with a big smile, adding, "I have 
many more projects that I would like to work on."
 

Sprin
g F

ling

SEW IN-LOVE

Ar t Club 

Mary M. (pictured to the right), is a Community Day Program participant who has been with St. Coletta's of Illinois for almost 
a year. She enjoys her time here and loves the staff. Recently, Mary surprised staff with some home-made gifts of dish towels 
and pot holders in many colors and patterns that she sewed herself. She wanted to show her appreciation for "all of their hard 
work and for being so nice."  When she started sewing back in 1989, she "did it all by hand." She added with a smile, "now 
I have my own sewing machine." Mary said it wasn't hard, and that it took her about a day to sew all of her gifts. The next 
project that she has planned is creating canvas tote bags.

After Raye Ann Saunoris helped create and paint Transition Town for St. Coletta's, she was 
approached to volunteer with our Art Club. She jumped at the chance! Once a month, Raye 
Ann challenges the Art Club and guides them in creating beautiful pieces of art. "Our Art 
Club," Saunoris explains, "is about sharing and creating ideas to produce meaningful 
art while fulfilling our hearts." Some projects are individual art pieces, while 
some are group projects where each artist creates a different aspect 
of the piece. Once finished, these one-of-a-kind works of art will 
be available for purchase at our upcoming Caritas Benefit on 
November 9.  Proceeds will support the programs and services of 
St. Coletta's of Illinois.



 In Memory Of:             

A tribute gift is a meaningful way to memorialize a loved one, commerate a special occasion, or honor a person's life and accomplishments. Your gift 
ensures that each person will be remembered in the prayers of the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi while making life better for adults and children with special 
needs. The Bridge to Eternal Life packet includes cards with envelopes that can be used "In Memory of" or "In Honor of" those you would like to celebrate.   
For additional information you can visit our website at www.stcolettail.org, call Carrie Seida at 708.342.5246, or send an e-mail to cseida@stcolettail.org. 
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Elizabeth Prejna
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Leonard Wolniak
Jack Wsol
Ronald Wyzukovich
Brian Yracheta
B.J. Ziltz

Girl Scouts Create Sustainable Garden for Sr. Eleanor House
A long standing partnership recently resulted in a   
sustainable garden for the residents of St. Coletta's Sr. 
Eleanor House, and brought honor to the Girl Scout 
Troop 60200. For over ten years, local Girl Scout 
troops have been invited to St. Coletta's Tinley Park 
facility to celebrate the holidays with program 
participants. Traditionally they enjoy a pizza 
party, play board games and have fun. 
 
Girl Scout Junior Troop 60200, 
5th graders from Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin School in Orland Hills, 
were inspired to develop an idea 
for a project to help those at St. 
Coletta's, and earn their Bronze Award.   
 
Troop leader Amanda Riordan contacted 
Deanna Wetzel, Group Home Manager at 
St. Coletta's, to brainstorm some ideas. Deanna 

suggested creating a sustainable 
garden for one of our group homes 

(Sr. Eleanor House), that the residents 
would be able to care for and 
maintain. "The girls jumped at the 
chance," Riordan said. "Our Troop 

absolutely loved spending time with 
the residents. Working with St. Coletta's 

topped their list of possible projects." 
Over the winter, the troop spent their next meetings 
learning basic project management skills, exploring 

various types of garden construction, and 
looking for information on planting 
and maintaining a vegetable garden. 
They even tried growing starter plants 
from seeds, which they explained, "It 

isn't as easy as it seems!" The 
girls were eager to start 

their project and couldn't 
wait for Spring to arrive. 
Once it did, the first day was focused on 
building the raised garden beds. Then 
an afternoon was spent planting the 
beds with vegetables and fruits that 
those served requested to have in their 
garden. Riordan was very pleased with 

the project, "We have gardening resources 
to leave with the residents, as this project 

will be a learning experience for them as much 
as it has been for us. Our scouts also compiled 

a recipe book, in the hopes that with a little sun, a little 
rain, and a little bit of a green thumb, the residents will be 
able to share in the garden's bounty later this summer."  
 
In June, Girl Scout Troop 60200 celebrated their Bridging 
Ceremony where they were presented with their Bronze 
Award, the highest honor that Junior Scouts can achieve, 
for their garden project. The residents at Sr. Eleanor House 
attended the ceremony to support their friends. As a special 
thank you, each scout received a stuffed animal and a 
bouquet of flowers.

St. Coletta’s Bridge to Eternal Life
       The families and friends of the following individuals respectfully request that you remember them in your thoughts and prayers:

 In Honor Of:             



Hats off to the Class of 2018

Dancing to the Beat

Kennedy School Corner
The place to find what's new at the Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. School

Prom took place Friday, April 13. Each year, Vincent J. Andrew High School students 
host, coordinate and plan the details of the Kennedy School Prom, right down to the 
theme, which this year was the Roaring 20's. Students and faculty had 
a blast, and it was indeed a day to remember for the Kennedy 
students.  

School D
ays

St. Coletta's of Illinois Kennedy School celebrated eight 
of their graduates on June 1, 2018. Some have called 
the Kennedy School home almost their entire school 
career, while others attended only a few short years. It's 
hard for the teachers and staff to say goodbye, and the 
thought of letting go brings tears of joy and happiness 
for all that was accomplished by their students. Many 
students will start brand new adventures out in the community, 
while some will begin working in the St. Coletta's Vocational Training 
Workshop Program. We would like to wish all of our graduates good luck 
and success with their future endeavors.  



St. Coletta’s of Illinois
18350 Crossing Drive
Tinley Park, IL  60487
708-342-5200
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Upcoming Events

To fi nd out more, please visit our website: www.stcolettail.org

Kennedy Golf Invitational           August 13
Chicago Marathon October 8
Caritas Benefi t November 09
#ILGive - Giving Tuesday         November 29

Donations can be made at www.stcolettail.org. All proceeds go towards helping 
adults and children with developmental disabilities at St. Coletta's of Illinois. 


