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CARILLON

The 64th Annual Caritas 
Benefit, "The Roaring 20's" 
took place on November 19, 
2016 at the United Club at 
Soldier Field. 

You could feel the nostalgia of the 20's as Flapper 
Girls entertained the crowds and posed for 
pictures, while Cigarette girls walked the tables 
during dinner selling raffle tickets and passng out 
candy cigarettes and bubble gum cigars. Some of 
the guests even dressed the part, complete with 
feather boas. 

This years award receipients hold a special place in 
the hearts of  St. Coletta's as the Caritas Society was 
honored for 64 years of service and committement 
to raising money and bringing awareness to those 
with developmental disabilities. Thank you, 
Caritas, for all that you have done for St. Coletta's 
and our consumers! You will be missed, but you 
will forever be a part of our hearts. 

The photobooth, donated by Magbooth, was 
a great hit with guests as they posed with 
20's-themed props with family or friends. 

The Al Sophia Orchestra kept the crowd dancing 
(till midnight!), and Jim Cornelison whooed the 
crowd with an impromtu serenede at the end of 
the evening. 

THANK YOU to all who donated, sponsored, 
and purchased raffled tickets at this event! Your 
participation helps make a difference in the lives 
of the individuals at St. Coletta's.

Pictures, as well as a digital version of our ad 
book, can be viewed on our website at 
www.stcolettail.org/caritas-2016-thank-you

64th Annual Caritas Benefit
 

The Roaring 20's

Ringing out the good news of St. Coletta’s of Illinois

 

Congratulations to our Raffle Winners:
Brian Potter - 1st Prize $5,000 

Dan Kruse - 2nd Prize $1,000 
 Ty Martin - 3rd Prize: $100



    Mission Statement

St. Coletta’s of Illinois was created by the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi 
for the specific purpose of providing services in a Christian environment 
for all children and adults with developmental disabilities, and other 
persons with short-term needs. This care is provided regardless of 
race, creed, or economic background.

Our training, residential, and educational programs are designed  to 
enhance physical, mental, social and spiritual well being. St. Coletta’s 
encourages each individual to achieve his or her greatest potential 
within society.  Each individual is given the opportunity to grow in 
the least restrictive setting, which meets his or her needs and abilities.

The Corporate Ministries sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Assisi are committed to the mission of promoting Franciscan values 
in all their programs and services.  Each  corporation demonstrates 
a caring community,  which supports and respects the spiritual  
academic, vocational and social potential of each person.  These 
Corporate Ministries include:

Canticle Court       St. Coletta’s of Wisconsin
Juniper Court         Cardinal Stritch University 
Marian Center         St. Coletta’s of Illinois, Inc. 
St. Elizabeth School        Cardinal Cushing Center         
      Franciscan Center Franciscan Youth Center 
      St. Ann Center for Intergenerational Care        

 

St. Coletta’s of Illinois - Board of Directors
        William  C. Waddell - Chairperson    Steven L. Bricker  
        James J. Canna                                   Kathleen M. Driscoll 
        William Droel  Michael Kahne   
 Alex Kuczwara Sr. Joyanne Mueller, OSF 
       Sr. KD Strandell, OSF  Andew Styczynski 
 Sr. Joanne Schatzlein, OSF, Corporate Ministry

Annette Skafgaard - Executive Director

 
The Carillon is published by the St. Coletta’s of Illinois Foundation for 
St. Coletta’s of Illinois. 

St. Coletta’s of Illinois Foundation is a non-profit  organization 
providing support and funding for special needs individuals in the 
areas of:  Residential Care, Educational Programs, Medical Care, 
Religious and Pastoral Care, Vocational Services and Specialized 
Facilities.
 
As a stakeholder of the organization, if you become aware of an 
issue that you believe could be an ethics violation, you must contact 
708-342-5200.
 

Please visit our website to view our Code of Ethics.  
www.STCIL.org

A Letter from the 
Executive Director

Annette Skafgaard
Executive Director

Dear Friends of St. Coletta’s of Illinois,

Going from a mild fall to a seven inch snow 
fall is certainly a good kick off into the winter 
and holiday season.   You will see from this 
month’s Carillon, there is a lot going on at St. 
Coletta’s.  The Caritas benefit was wonderful 
as always.  We enjoyed good food and drink, 
good entertainment, and most of all good 
friends.

Our clients and students are busy with all of the festivities arranged 
by our amazing staff and volunteers.  They have shared their many 
talents by coordinating holiday events and activities.  We had a 
pumpkin decorating contest for Halloween with the most decorative 
designs. “Staley da Bear”, the official mascot of the Chicago Bears, 
visited the Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy School to teach healthy choices.  
There was a fashion show where our clients modeled their favorite 
outfits.  Last week, the clients were entertained by the Carl Sandberg 
Chamber Choir who sang Christmas carols in their Edwardian 
costumes.  

Thank you to the St. Coletta’s Parent Association who threw a 
Christmas party for the clients at Georgios Banquet Hall; the clients 
really enjoyed themselves.  St. Coletta’s Culinary Kitchen served 
a fantastic turkey luncheon with all the trimmings to the clients, 
students, and staff that stayed on campus.  The turkeys were donated 
by Senator Michael Hastings and cooked with love.  And as a side 
note, the Culinary Program’s Cookie Tin Sale has grown 300 percent 
this year.  

Thank you to all that give to St. Coletta’s of Illinois.  Your giving 
helps St. Coletta’s improve the lives of the individuals we serve 
by giving them the opportunity to be more independent through 
enhanced programming and training.

Have a wonderful and blessed holiday.



Carl Sandberg Choir Wow's St. Coletta's 
with Christmas performance
 

On Wednesday, November 30th, the Carl Sandberg Chamber 
Choir performed their Christmas concert for the consumers and 
staff at St. Coletta's. Dressed up in costume, they entered the 
room singing in harmony and impressed all with their beautiful 
voices. Standing ovations as well an an "encore" were given 
as the Choir finished their performance they way they entered. 
Thank you Carl Sandberg, Chamber Choir! We look forward to 
seeing you next year!

#ILGive Helped St. Coletta's Raise Donations and Awareness 

For the second year, the social media campaign, #ILGive and #GivingTuesday kicked
off the holiday giving season.  This was the first year St. Coletta's participated in a effort to help 
close the gap of the growing cost to house each resident, and to bring more awareness to St. 
Coletta's and our programs. 

What is #ILGive? #ILGive is a one-day, statewide movement the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, 
to do good in our own communities. By giving locally we can have a major impact on the causes 
we care about most while building a stronger, healthier, more vibrant Illinois. Thank you to all who 
participated and helped St. Coletta's raise funds for our residents living in group homes. With 
your support, we can continue providing quality care and a loving, stable home environment 
for our residents! We did not reach our goal, but we did raise a little over $1,100! Follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter, and sign up for our newsletter (www.stcolettail.org) to receive 
information for next year's fundraiser. You can help make a difference by donating, as well as 
sharing our message!

Andy Avalos Visit 

On Friday, November 18, 2016, Andy Avalos, Chicago's NBC5 
Weatherman, came to visit the conumsers in the workshop as well 
as the school. Andy has made this a yearly tradition as the Master 
of Ceremony for the annual Caritas Benefit. 

As soon as Andy stepped foot on the workshop floor, the consumers 
lit up with smiles and ran to get pictures, gives high-fives and, of 
course, hugs, to their favoirte visitor.  Andy always enjoys his visit and 
is impressed with the facility and all that we do for our consumers. 

@StColettaofILFdtn
Like us!

@StColettaILFdtn
Follow us!

Andy Avalos, posing for a picture with one of our workshop 
consumers, Scott. 



The Kennedy School 
Needs Your Help Collecting 

Box Tops & Labels for Education

The Kennedy School
c/o Kelly Moore

18350 Crossing Drive
Tinley Park, IL 60487

 

Looking for Runners for 2017! 
We are looking for individuals who love to run and have 
a passion for helping those in need. If you are interested 
in running the Chicago Marathon or the Southwest Half 
Marathon, and would like to make a difference, please 
consider running for Team Coletta! You can e-mail:  
development@stcolettail.org or call 708-342-5242 for 
more information. 

The Perfect Gift! 
Is there someone on your list that you don't know what 
to get for Christmas?  Would you like a way to honor the 
memory of a loved one? You can purchase a brick to add 
to the flag pole at St. Coletta's and have it engraved with 
the names of your loved ones!

With your brick purchase, you can help raise dollars to  
support  St. Coletta's  of   Illinois  as we pave  the way 
to helping those individuals 
with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities live full 
and dynamic lives. 

$200 Small brick
$400 Medium brick
$500 Large brick 
 
For  additional information, 
or  to purchase a brick, please 
contact Barbara Siwinski at 
bsiwinski@stcolettail.org or  
708-342-5246.Jackie Sullivan, runner for Team Coletta in the 2016 Chicago 

Marathon, posing with her sister, Jennifer Bennet after the race. 
Jennifer is a consumer in our workshop day program. 



St. Coletta's Christmas Party  
On Friday, December 2, 2016, consumers headed over to 
Georgios Restaurant in Orland Park, IL where they had their 
annual Christmas party. The event started off with a talent show 
where several consumers showed off their musical talents, and 
ended with a performance from the choir. Once lunch was over, 
the dance floor was filled with consumers and staff dancing and 
having a blast! 

Back on campus, students and staff at the Kennedy School were 
treated to a complete turkey feast and delicious desserts to 
celebrate the Christmas season.  

Halloween Party & Pumpkin Decorating
Contest 

On Friday, October 28, South Suburban Special Recreation 
hosted a Halloween Party at St. Coletta's for the workshop 
consumers. There was a DJ, refreshments and a lot of dancing! 
Prior to the dance, there was a pumpkin decorating contest for 
the school and workshop consumers. Winners received a gift 
certificate for a pizza party!

St. Coletta's Hosts Fashion Show
 
In September, St. Coletta's held a fashion show in the cafeteria 
where the models strutted down a red carpet in their "Sunday 
Best",  "Casual Beach Wear" or as Crime-Fighting heros in the 
"Costume Party" categary and what would be "in" this year for 
Halloween.

Strutting down the runway, Pat demonstrates army-sheek in the 
Costume Party category. 



St. Coletta’s Bridge to Eternal Life
Honor someone special, a special occasion, or the memory of a loved one by making a donation to St. Coletta’s in their name. 
The Bridge To Eternal Life Packet includes cards with envelopes and donation envelopes that can be used “In Memory of” or  
“In Honor of” a loved one. St. Coletta’s memorial donation offers a way to honor a loved one while contributing to making life better 
for individuals with special needs. 

 
There are three ways to learn more: 

Visit our website at www.stcolettail.org or call Barb Siwinski at 708.342.5246 or by e-mail at bsiwinski@stcolettail.org. 

 In Memory Of
                

Richard Decker
Judith A. Shoemake

Eugene (Genie) Kowalis

Joan Barnard 
Jack Lovell

Nancy Robinson

Roger A. Young
Anna Marie Paetow

Sean Peters

        The families and friends of the following individuals respectfully ask that you remember them in your thoughts and prayers:

Meet the New Kennedy School Principal
Effective August 1, 2016, Cynthia James became the new principal of the Lt. Joseph 
P. Kennedy School for Exceptional Children and has been busy getting familiar with 
our staff and students as well as implementing plans to continue to grow the school 
curriculum and bring in more students and teachers. 

Before Cynthia entered Special Education, she graduated with an Associates Degree 
in Applied Science with a focus on dentistry to become a Certified Dental Assistant. 
She went on to teach a few dental courses at a local community college, where she 
discovered her passion for teaching.  

Cynthia has teaching experience as a high school teacher, elementary Resource 
teacher as well as teaching the alternative populations. She earned administrative 
experience as a Special Education Program Supervisor after she earned her 
Masters Degree and sat for the State exam to earn her Director of Special Education 
Endorsement. 

Cynthia earned her BA in Special Education from the University of St. Francis in Joliet, 
and an Master's degree in School Administration and Leadership from Concordia 
University in Chicago. 

Through her college years, Cynthia had been honored with numerous scholarships as 
well as an Excellence in Education Award in addition to Teacher of the Year. 

Cynthia is excited for her new role and  believes that "every teacher must teach to reach 
their students everyday because every student can learn, just not on the same day or in 
the same way."

Playing pickleball, gardening, going to the gym, spending time with friends and family, 
especially her two grown children, and traveling, are things Cynthia loves to do in her 
leisure time. Cynthia also enjoys volunteering and has taught religious education for the 
last 6 years and is a memeber of the Southwest Suburban Pickleball Club. 



 Kennedy School Corner
The place to find what is new in the 

LT. Joseph P. Kennedy SChool

____________________________________________________

Thank You for Your 
Support!

On Thursday December 1, 2016, 
Steve Purucker, a member of the 
Tinley Park and Frankfort Rotary 
Club, presented Cynthia James,  
Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy School Principal, 
a check for $250 to help support  
St. Coletta's of Illinois. Thank you for your 
donation and helping us serve those with 
developmental disabilities!

Staley The Bear Vists 
Students

In November, Staley the Bear, the 
Chicago Bears Mascot, came to visit the 
students at the Kennedy School to teach 
them about staying healthy by eating 
healthy foods and snacks, drinking 
plenty of water, getting plenty of rest and 
exercising! Staley demonstrated how his 
bad habits kept him for being healthy 
and why it was a good idea to change 
his lifestyle. 

Student Thanksgiving 
Feast

On November 16, 2016 the students, 
parents and staff enjoyed a Thanksgiving 
feast before the holidays. There is much 
to be thankful for this holiday season! The 
meal was catered by Jim Garafalo owner 
of KupaJoe Cafe, restaurant and catering 
located in Frankfort, IL. 

New Student, Brandon T., taking some time to have fun in the sensory room. 

Cynthia James, accepting a donation from 
Steve Purucker of the Tinley Park and 

Frankfort Rotary Club.

Staley the Bear rocks out with the Students at the end of his "Healthy 
Lifestyle" program. Pictured (right) Staley and student Kevin D. Pictured left: 

Staley tries hide his unhealthy snack and is told why he should eat better. Pictured Top Right: Thanksgiving feast at the 
Kennedy School Catered by KupaJoe Cafe in 

Frankfort, IL. Pictured bottom Right: Cynthia James 
with owner of KupaJoe Cafe, Jim Garafalo and 

student Norris P. 



St. Coletta’s of Illinois
18350 Crossing Drive
Tinley Park, IL  60487
708-342-5200
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Upcoming Events

To find out more, please visit our website: www.stcolettail.org

Trivia Night          TBD
Southwest Half Marathon May 7, 2017
Tootsie Roll Days September 2017
Chicago Marathon October 8, 2017


