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CARILLON
Ringing out the good news of St. Coletta’s of Illinois

Doug Klang, Music Director at All Saints 
Lutheran Church in Orland Park,  has 
been St. Coletta's Volunteer Choir Director 
since April of 2016. He comes in once a 
week for one hour to work with our Choir 
and prepare them for our monthly church 
services that are held at the Tinley Park 
facility. 

In that short time, Doug has gained life-
long friends that affectionately call him 
"Chico" − and neither the Choir nor Doug 
would have it any other way. 

All Saints has been part of the St. Coletta's 
family for the past 30 years with a friendship 
that has morphed into something bigger 
than anyone could have expected. And 
Doug has had the pleasure of spending 
time with and getting to know some of the 
people we serve for the last 25 years. 

The friendship with All Saints started when 
a casual invitation was sent to St. Coletta's 
to come over for a picnic and soon it 
evolved into what our friends now call their 
weekly "FunFests" which are held at the 
church every Tuesday during the summer. It 
is a place where everyone socializes, plays 
games, eats, and dances. All Saints usually 
has 15-20 volunteers that help with the set-
up and cooking, and anywhere between 
50 to over 100 of our people and aides fill 
up their parking lot on a typical Tuesday. 

"These "FunFests" have led to 
many shared events 
and helped 

nourish and grow a truly special bond," 
states Doug.  

When the need came, Doug jumped at 
the chance to direct our Choir and knew 
that "this new role would simply be an 
extension of that wonderful and rewarding 
relationship (with some singing thrown 
in). I was confident that your Choir would 
approach the effort with the same zeal and 
positive outlook that they seem to bring to 
everything they do." After almost a year, 
Doug goes on to say "those expectations 
have been exceeded."

Doug has even gone above and beyond 
his volunteer duties and presented 
St. Coletta's with a new sound system for 
our monthly services or any other occasion 
where a speaker might be needed. With 
his background in public performance and 
sound reinforcement, he realized after a 
few services that our current system made 
it difficult to hear what was being said and 

was afraid the message of the services 
would be lost. He turned to our friends 
at All Saints and they came through in 
providing something that is invaluable. 

You can see it in their smiles and their 
laughter when Doug walks in the music 
room for practice, that special bond that 
they all share.  And at monthly services, you 
can see their pride as their self-confidence 
grows, and hear their progress as they 
sing for their peers and guests. All Saints 
Lutheran Church has been a blessing for 
St. Coletta's, and Doug has been a blessing 
for our Choir. And for that, we will forever 
be grateful for all that you have done − 
and do −  for us and our people here at 
St. Coletta's.  

"I just love being a part of all the awesome 
work St. Coletta’s does," states Doug. "And 
also having the opportunity to spend time 
with such an inspiring group of 
'over-comers'."

Thank You, ChiCo and our Friends aT all sainTs!

"Chico" (Doug Klang pictured far right) and the St. Coletta's Choir before practice.



    Mission Statement

St. Coletta’s of Illinois was created by the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi 
for the specific purpose of providing services in a Christian environment 
for all children and adults with developmental disabilities, and other 
persons with short-term needs. This care is provided regardless of 
race, creed, or economic background.

Our training, residential, and educational programs are designed  to 
enhance physical, mental, social and spiritual well being. St. Coletta’s 
encourages each individual to achieve his or her greatest potential 
within society.  Each individual is given the opportunity to grow in 
the least restrictive setting, which meets his or her needs and abilities.

The Corporate Ministries sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Assisi are committed to the mission of promoting Franciscan values 
in all their programs and services.  Each  corporation demonstrates 
a caring community,  which supports and respects the spiritual  
academic, vocational and social potential of each person.  These 
Corporate Ministries include:

Canticle Court       St. Coletta’s of Wisconsin
Juniper Court         Cardinal Stritch University 
Marian Center         St. Coletta’s of Illinois, Inc. 
St. Elizabeth School        Cardinal Cushing Center         
                        Franciscan Center 
      St. Ann Center for Intergenerational Care        

 

St. Coletta’s of Illinois - Board of Directors
        William  C. Waddell - Chairperson    Steven L. Bricker  
        James J. Canna                                   Kathleen M. Driscoll 
        William Droel  Michael Kahne   
 Alex Kuczwara Sr. Joyanne Mueller, OSF 
       Sr. KD Strandell, OSF  Andrew Styczynski 
 Sr. Joanne Schatzlein, OSF, Corporate Ministry

Annette Skafgaard - Executive Director

 
The Carillon is published by the St. Coletta’s of Illinois Foundation for 
St. Coletta’s of Illinois. 

St. Coletta’s of Illinois Foundation is a non-profit  organization 
providing support and funding for special needs individuals in the 
areas of:  Residential Care, Educational Programs, Medical Care, 
Religious and Pastoral Care, Vocational Services and Specialized 
Facilities.
 
As a stakeholder of the organization, if you become aware of an 
issue that you believe could be an ethics violation, you must contact 
708-342-5200.
 

Please visit our website to view our Code of Ethics.  
www.STCIL.org

A Letter from the 
Executive Director

Annette Skafgaard
Executive Director

  

Dear Friends of St. Coletta’s of Illinois,

St. Coletta’s has been enjoying many activities in the 
past few months.  It was so heartwarming to see the 
joy in the faces of the people we serve while they 
participated in the Christmas and Valentine’s Day 
parties.  

Our Mission Effectiveness activities are a big hit as 
well.  It amazes me how our staff and the people 
we serve were so enthusiastic about learning about 

St. Coletta and the Franciscan Values.  It also amazes me how they all follow 
the Franciscan Values each day by helping one another.  One of our people 
came up to me during lunch while we were handing out the “value stickers” 
and he said “I don’t want to participate in this stuff." I told him “That’s fine; 
participation is voluntary.” He then proceeded to bring me a chair so I could 
sit while I was handing out the stickers.  I told him “Do you know you just 
followed a Franciscan Value?"  He just smiled and went about his business.

Additionally, I just updated St. Coletta’s project list and realized why each 
day goes by so fast.  Our management team is working on over thirty projects 
above and beyond their normal programming responsibilities.  The largest 
project on the list is updating a portion of the Tinley Campus building to 
enhance our Transition Programming. This program will prepare both students 
and adults for community employment by simulating the main street of a town 
with the hallway painted with a mural of a storefront bakery, laundry service, 
general store, and janitorial service.  All stores on “Main Street” will be fully 
functioning with curriculum that will teach culinary skills, laundry service skills, 
store shelf stocking and inventory management, and office janitorial skills.  The 
Open House for this program is tentatively scheduled for late spring.

St. Coletta’s is also in the process of adapting to the Person-Centered 
Programming that has been mandated by new federal legislations.  The 
legislation puts emphasis on more choices for the people we serve.  Of 
course the offering of additional services and choice increases the need for 
staffing and funding.  Since the State of Illinois has not increased its funding 
to agencies like St. Coletta’s in at least seven years, this will require more help 
from our friends and neighbors in the way of grants and donations.
 
As always, my thanks to all of you that have so generously supported St. 
Coletta’s over the years.  The pictures in this issues show the smiles and 
happiness that is a result of that support.

*All clip art in newsletter are from freepik.com



St. Coletta's is founded on 4 main values put forth by the Sisters 
of St. Francis of Assisi. On 
February 6, St. Coletta's held 
an assembly in the lunch room 
in honor of St. Coletta's Day 
(which is February 7) to kick-
off a months-long project of 
reinforcing the Franciscan 
values. This event is to bring 
staff and the people that we 
serve closer together as they 
work together to fulfill these 
values not just at the Tinley 
Park campus, but in their daily 
lives as well. 

St. Coletta was orphaned 
during her early teens and 
secluded herself until she 
found her calling as a Sister 
and spent the rest of her life 
devoted to following and 
teaching the Franciscan 
Values. The hope is to not 
just teach these values, but 
to practice them everyday as 
she did. 

At   the assembly,  the Franciscan 
values were presented as a  
tree — with the roots 
representing the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi (our founders and 
sponsors), the trunk and branches representing St. Coletta's of 
Illinois, and the leaves representing the Franciscan values. To 
learn the values, the staff, school and the people that we serve 
participated in a "memory" game with a Value of the Day. The flash 
cards told a story for each value with a simple meaning and was 
followed by a discussion on how to enforce these values in every 
day life. During their lunch hour, staff and the people served 
earned a Value of the Day sticker to add to 
their own personal trees, and at the 
end of the week earned a  
St. Coletta's bracelet. 

Starting in March, the project will branch out to a month-long 
learning experience to reinforce 
what was discussed at the kick-
off event and how to follow the 
values in every day situations. 
Ending in October in celebration 
of St. Francis of Assisi day, each 
month will focus on a new value. 
Any staff or person served that is 
witnessed following these values 
will be recorded and dropped 
into a "values box".  At the end 
of each month, a list will be 
created to honor and recognize 
those that were committed to 
following the Franciscan Values. 

Each house will also have a set 
of these values, along with a 
Franciscan tree, as a reminder 
to always follow these values to 
lead a fulfilling life. 

This is a great learning 
experience for all as a reminder 
to be kind and help others. 

 

   St. Coletta's Day and Franciscan Values

Franciscan Values
• Creating a Caring Community
• Sharing Compassion for Others
• Reverence for Creation
• Peace Making



Helping St. Coletta's by Shopping Online
Did you know that there are several 
ways you can continue to help St. 
Coletta's just by shopping online?

St. Coletta's participates in Amazon 
Smile, as well as Goodsearch and 
Goodshop, which are easy ways to 
earn extra money for your charity 
just by shopping at your favorite 
online retailers where a percentage 

of the purchase prices are given back. 

To participate in Amazon smile, you must shop through  
www.smile.amazon.com for your purchase to qualify. You 
will still be connected to your existing Amazon account and will 

have access to all the same merchandise while being connected 
to your charity of choice. 

Goodshop is an extension of Goodsearch, where participating 
retailers donate a percentage back to your charity. Just go to 
www.goodsearch.com/gumdrop to start shopping while 
giving back! By adding the Gumdrop extension to your browser, 
you can get instant updates on sales as well as coupons for your 
favorite retailers. 

Looking for Runners
We are looking for individuals who love to run and have a 
passion for helping those in need! St. Coletta's participates in 
two runs per year: The Southwest Half Marathon & 10K, which 
will take place May 7, 2017 in Palos Heights, and the Chicago 
Marathon in October. 

If you are interested in running and 
would like to join Team  
Coletta while making a difference, 
please contact information@ 
stcolettail.org or call 708-342-5292 
for more information. 

The Kennedy School 
Needs Your Help Collecting 
Box Tops & Labels for Education

The Kennedy School
c/o Kelly Moore
18350 Crossing Drive
Tinley Park, IL 60487

Kennedy INVITATIONAL
Don't forget to mark your  
calenders for the upcoming  
Kennedy Golf Invitational! Due to 
a conflict, this years event will be 
held at the Crystal Tree Golf and 
Country Club on WEDNESDAY,  
August 9th, 2017. There will 
be more details to follow soon  
regarding this year's event. Start 
thinking about your foursome as 
well as sponsorship opportunities!

Shop. Save. Give back.   
Gumdrop by Goodshop.



A Special Thank You
Christmas this past year was nothing short of amazing thanks to all of the help, love and kindness that 
we received. We would like to SINCERELY THANK all of the churches who participated in giving the 
people served at St. Coletta's a wonderful and love-filled Christmas full of gifts, food and much-needed 
blankets to keep them warm during the cold winter days.

On February 14, the workshop was transformed into a dance floor, complete with 
wall-to-wall Valentine decorations. Our people were treated to a pizza party lunch 
with sweet treats, followed by music, picture taking against the Valentine wall, and, 
of course lots of dancing with friends and staff!

 

St. Elizabeth Seton, Orland Hills
St. Mary's Parish, Mokena

St. Michael's Church, Orland Park
Our Lady of the Woods Parish, Orland Park

St. Julie Billiart Church, Tinley Park
St. Richard's Parish, Chicago
St. Anthony's Parish, Frankfort

St. Dennis, Lockport
Grace Fellowship Church, Mokena

St. George Church, Tinley Park

Top Left: Gifts as far as the eye could see in our workshop before distributing to  
the people that we serve. Middle:  Our Lady of the Woods provided a conference  
room full of food! Bottom: Caroline Piersanti (left) from St. Dennis Parish delivered 
warm blankets. 

Valentine's Day Dance



 In Memory Of:             

 In Honor Of:

        The families and friends of the following individuals respectfully ask that you remember them in your thoughts and prayers:

Don't Forget to order your Bakery Treats!
The Crossing Corners Bakery was very 
busy this holiday season, from baking 
pies for Thanksgiving to providing 
hundreds of cookies for Christmas, and 
there is no sign of slowing down! 

For Valentine's Day,  you were able to 
choose from Chocolate Chip Cookies, 
Peanut Butter Cookies, M&M Cookies, 
and Sugar Cookies to give to your 
Sweetheart. To make it even more 
special, a Valentine bear could be 
added for an additional cost. 

Edible flower cupcake bouquets were 
introduced just in time for Valentine's 
day in 6 or 9 cupcake assortments 
and were a huge hit with customers! 
Cupcake bouquets will be available as 
a regular part of the Crossing Corner's 
Bakery menu and can be decorated for 
any occasion - baby showers, birthdays 

or even sporting events to add a unique 
presentation to your dessert table. Get 
your orders in early to have them in time 
for Easter or any upcoming event you 
will be hosting! 

If you have any questions or would like 
to place an order for cookies, please 
contact Icy at 708-342-5212. For 
cupcakes, please contact Brandy at 
708-342-5285. 

Order forms can be found on our 
website at www.stcoletta.org/crossing-
corners-bakery and can be faxed in to 
708-342-2579.

Bakery items are baked with love from 
those with developmental disabilities. 
All proceeds from the bakery go 
directly to programs and services at St. 
Coletta's. 

Cookies for Valentine's Day came 
in a variety of flavors and could be 
ordered in packages of 6. For a few 
dollars more, a cuddly bear could 
be added to your order. 

Edible cupcake flower 
bouquets are the latest 
offering from the Crossing 
Corner's Bakery!

St. Coletta’s Bridge to Eternal Life
Honor someone special, a special occasion, or the memory of a loved one by making a donation to St. Coletta’s in their name. 
The Bridge To Eternal Life Packet includes cards with envelopes and donation envelopes that can be used “In Memory of” or  
“In Honor of” a loved one. A St. Coletta’s memorial donation offers a way to honor a loved one while contributing to making life 
better for individuals with special needs. 

 
There are three ways to learn more: 

Visit our website at www.stcolettail.org, call Barb Siwinski at 708.342.5246, or e-mail at bsiwinski@stcolettail.org. 

Cupcake bouquets are available 
for any occasion,  not just 
holidays, including: birthdays, 
engagement parties, baby showers, 
or even sporting events. 

 
Cookie assortments and 
edible flower bouquets 
were also available for  
St. Patrick's Day. Get 
orders in early for Easter!

Tony and Mary Ann Pasquinelli Donald Payne

Ellen Larmon
Isabelle Getz 
Robert A. Cynowa

Jack Lovell
Jack Wsol
Soleded Vega

Delaney O'Connell
Mary Meade
Carl Henningsen

Rosemary Kowalis
Barbara Angelus 



The Kennedy School is also participating in the 
Franciscan Values project. Pictured Far Right: Tyler K. 
put together the tree for the school and signed his name 
on one of its leaves.  Right: Carmella witnessed another 
student practicing a Franciscan Value and added it to the 

"Value of the Day" box. 

Let's Get PHYSICAL!
We welcome 
Charlie Rowe, the 
Kennedy School's 
new Adaptive 
Physical Education 
teacher who will 
be working with 
Kasey Zaremba, 

the Kennedy's School Health and Fitness 
Coordinator. Together they are preparing 
our students to meet the State of Illinois' PE 
mandates and will be administering the 
Fitnessgram Assessment and/or the Brockport 
Assessment, depending on the needs of the 
student. 

Charlie provides Adaptability services that 
focus on safely and successfully integrating 
a physical education program into each 
student's school day.  Charlie has provided 
a wide variety of Adapted Physical Education 
services to nearly 40 schools and over 700 
students in his tenure. For more 
information on Adaptability, 
please visit his website at:  
www.adaptabilitype.com

Charlie works with students on different 
activities to enhance their motor skills as 

well as engaging them to become more 
active. 

 Teacher Spotlight

Kennedy School Corner
The place to find what's new at the Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy School

Kelly Moore, who is about to 
celebrate her 10th anniversary, 
has been working at the Kennedy 
School since August 2007. She 
started as a teacher, but has been 
the school’s Behavior Analyst for 
the past 4 years. Kelly earned 
two bachelor degrees from St. 
Xavier University in Chicago, 
one in Clinical Psychology and 

the other in Elementary Education. She moved on to earn 
her Masters in Multi-Categorical Special Education from 
Governor’s State University. In 2011, she enrolled in the 
Advanced Applied Behavior Analysis program at Nova 
Southeastern University and passed the exam to become 
a Board-Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) in 2013.  

Kelly plays an integral part in creating behavioral and 
educational programs for our students; she focuses on 
teaching appropriate communication and socialization skills. 
Because Kelly understands the importance of community 
integration, she started the “Exceptional Children’s Open 
Bowling Nights” and “Friendship Circle.” These programs 
occur after school hours and give our students (along with 
community members) a chance to spend leisure time in a 
positive, productive way while their parents and guardians 
get a chance to socialize with and support each other.    

When Kelly is not working at St. Coletta’s of Illinois, she 
enjoys spending time with her family and friends. 
She has two boys (ages 4 and 2) with a third on 
his way!  



St. Coletta’s of Illinois
18350 Crossing Drive
Tinley Park, IL  60487
708-342-5200

Return Service Requested

 
Non-Profit

Organization
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Permit No. 

Upcoming Events

To find out more, please visit our website: www.stcolettail.org

Trivia Night          April 22
Southwest Half Marathon May 7
Spring Fling June 16
Kennedy Golf Invitational August 9
Tootsie Roll Days September TBD
Chicago Marathon October 8
Caritas Benefit November 11
#ILGive November 28


